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"All they did was come and 'take' us often. Thesdu® tie up the women and tie their

husbands to trees then take us [the girls],” theyéd@r-old told IRIN." | stayed with them for
so long and it didn't matter any more who took me."
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“Rape on a mass scale is one of the hallmarks ef ¢bnflict in the Darfur region of Sudan.
Compounding the terrible physical and psychologicalima is an almost complete lack of access to
justice for victims. There is a manifest absencpatitical will to prosecute or investigate rape tre
part of the government of Sudan, which almost iiady uses immunity laws to shield government-
affiliated alleged perpetrators from prosecution.

This climate of impunity is matched by fundamefiéabs in the legal system, which labours under an
inadequate definition of rape, unclear and defitievidentiary standards, and a system of justieg¢ th
perversely forces victims to expose themselves rigalarisk of prosecution for crimes relating to

sexual morality”
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